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MISCELLANY 

THE OFFICIAL CATHOLIC DIRECTORY 

(Contributed by JOSEPH H. MEIa, EsQ., Editor of the Directory.) 

The history of the United States Catholic Directories, Almanacs, Year 

Books or Laity's Directories, is, indeed, an interesting one. The growth of 

the Catholic Church in America could not be illustrated to better advantage 
than by a study of the Directory volumes published during the past one hun 

dred years. 
The purpose of this sketch, however, is not to show the growth of the 

Catholic Church in the United States, but to trace the Directory from its ear 

liest days. The first Catholic Directory or Catholic Laity's Directory, as it was 

called, was published by Matthew Field in 1817, at New York. An Ordo 

was published in Baltimore, by John Hayes, in 1801; but the consensus of 

opinion is that it was merely an Ordo and did not contain any of the Direc 

tory features. In some of the later Ordos a list of the names of some of the 

Reverend Clergy was appended, but Finotti in his Bibliographia Catholica 

Americana (p. 219), calls the 1801 publication an Ordo. Passing over the 

Ordos published previous to 1817, we come to Field's Laity's Directory to the 

Church Service. In his Bibliographia Catholica Americana (which contains 
a list of works written by Catholic authors and published in the United 

States from 1784 to 1820), Finotti gives the following account of Field's 

Directory (pp. 19-20): 

"ALMANAC, THR CATHOLIC--The Catholic Laity's Directory to 
the Church Service: with an Alamanac for the Year 1817. Price 25 
cents. Contents: Abstract of the Directory; Explanation; Calendar; 
Explanatory Preface; St. Francis de Sales's Exhortation to attend 

vespers; Suitable behavior in Church; Gother on Cleanliness; Extra 

ordinary High Mass; New Year's Gift; Litany for a Happy Death; 
Obituary; Miraculous Events in Italy; Anecdotes of St. Simon Stock; 
Dr. Milner's account of an extraordinary Miracle; Reflections on Mir 

acles; Churches, Colleges, Seminaries, Convents, and Benevolent Insti 

tutions; O'Leary's Apology for Catholic Servants refusing to go to 
Protestant Church; Particulars of a Prophetic Sermon lately published 
in England; The Thirty Days' Prayer; Ward's Errata-his Life, etc.; 

Spouse of Christ; Catalogue; Litany for the Dead; Catholic Magazine. 
New York: Published and sold by M. Field, 177 Bowery. Pp. 68. 32 
mo. Two blank pages; next page, Address to the Catholic Public, 

soliciting communication. The paging begins with a title-page, as 
follows: By permission of the Right Rev. Bishop Connolly: To be 

published annually, The Laity's Directory to the Church Service, for 
the Year of Our Lord 1817. Being the first after Leap Year, and 

forty-first of the Independence of the United States of America. To 
which are added an Obituary, Biography, and an account of the Cath 
olic Churches, Colleges, Seminaries, Benevolent Institutions, etc., etc., 
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in the United States and Canada. Also, A New Year's Gift, and a 

variety of edifying and interesting information. With an Almanac, 
exclusive of all useless matter. New York: Published and sold by 

M. Field, at his Library, 177 Bowery, within a few doors of Delancey 
Street . . . 1817." 

Father Finotti also adds on p. 20: 

"Daniel Fanshaw, 241 Pearl Street, was the printer of this work. 
The four pages unnumbered were perhaps intended as a circular or 

manifesto; pp. 64-68 contain the catalogue of a library well stocked 
for the times, with Catholic books for sale. The Directory was not 
continued. The copy before me, faulty as it is, manifests a great deal 
of enterprise in Mr. Field, etc., etc." 

It seems that the publisher, Mr. Field, was unable to secure information 

concerning the Clergy, churches and institutions and only a dozen lines of 

the sixty-eight pages in the 1817 book constitute Directory matter as it is 

understood today. 
The next Directory appeared in 1822, and was published by William H. 

Creagh in New York. The name on the title page is: The Laity's Directory 
to the Church Service. The publisher tells his readers that the volume was 

revised and corrected by Rev. John Power of St. Peter's Church. Under the 

caption Notice, four pages removed from the title page, appears the follow 

ing: " The Laity's Directory is published this year for the first time in the 

United States of America." Why the publisher of the 1822 Directory entirely 

ignored the 1817 venture is open to conjecture. The 1822 volume consists of 

138 pages, the type size being 45% by 25% inches. It contains a Feast and 

Fast Day Calendar, which also shows what vestments were to be worn each 

day during the year; it includes thirty-six pages entitled Practical Instruc 

tions for the Sundays, Feasts and different times of the Year. The nine fol 

lowing pages contain "A brief account of the establishment of Episcopacy in 

the United States." The next forty-one pages are filled with information con 

cerning the dioceses of the United States. These forty-one pages are entitled 

Present State of Religion in the respective diocesses [sic]. They are replete 
with interesting data regarding the Prelates, Clergy, churches, schools and 

institutions of that period, and include the Archbishopric of Baltimore, the 

Bishoprics of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Bardstown, Louisiana, Rich 

mond, Charleston. The one defect seems to be that the list of Clergymen is 

not given in full for all of the dioceses. The 1822 Directory also contains 

A Short Account and Present State of the Society of Jesus, in the United 

States; then follow eleven pages of obituary matter, and a conclusion, An 

Apostrophy to the Church. (B. Bolmore, 70 Bowery, New York, printed the 

work for Creagh.) 
Ten years elapsed before another attempt was made to issue a Directory 

or Almanac. The third venture was The United States Catholic Almanac or 

Laity's Directory for the Year 1833, published in Baltimore, near the Cathe 

dral, by James Myres. With the 1833 issue began the annual publication of 

the Directory. The 1833 issue consisted of 120 pages. The preface says: 
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"In offering this little volume to the public, the Editor has no other 

object in view than to afford some useful information to his Catholic 
brethren. To convey that information, he has chosen the medium of a 

periodical which he has designated the " Catholic Almanac," because the 
matter contained in it is chiefly interesting to the Catholic community. 
Under the character of an Almanac, it indicates the Festivals observed 

by the Church on each day of the year; it points out the Holidays, 
the days of fasting and abstinence, and the portion of scripture ap 
pointed to be read in the Church on each Sunday; it shews the changes 
of the Moon, the time for the Sun's rising and setting in Washington, 
the Metropolis of the Union, etc., etc., whilst the general body of 
information contained in the work will, he hopes, be a source of 
entertainment and gratification to all who feel an interest in the 

progress of religion, . . . etc., etc." 

(The 1834, 1835, 1836 and 1837 volumes were also published by James 

Myres in Baltimore.) 
Then a change took place. The name of the publication was changed to 

The Metropolitan Catholic Almanac and Laity's Directory, and the 1838 issue 
was published by Fielding Lucas, Jr., at 138 Market Street, Baltimore. (The 

preface in the 1838 volume gives no hint as to the reasons causing the change 
of publishers.) 

The next sixteen annual issues, that is, from 1839 to 1854, bore the 

imprint of Fielding Lucas, Jr. Mr. Lucas published his Almanac annually 
in Baltimore. The 1855, 1856 and 1857 Almanacs were also published in 

Baltimore but bore the imprint of Lucas Brothers, the sons of Fielding 
Lucas, Jr. 

Then came another change. Lucas Brothers discontinued the publication, 
and the 1858 edition made its appearance in New York. The 1858 volume 
was published by Edward Dunigan and Brother at 371 Broadway, New York. 
The new publishers called their book Dunigan's American Catholic Almanac 
and List of the Clergy. The title page bears the names Edward Dunigan and 

Brother, and James B. Kirker. In the preface the publishers explain that, as 
no other house was disposed to take up the work, they (Dunigan and Brother) 
had undertaken its publication. 

In 1859 two Almanacs made their appearance: Dunigan's American Cath 
olic Almanac for 1859, published in New York by Dunigan and Brother; the 
other The Metropolitan Catholic Almanac and Laity's Directory for 1859, 
published by John Murphy and Co., of Baltimore. The preface to Dunigan's 
Almanac among other things says: 

"The sudden appearance of a rival publication with an official 
sanction of one only of the ten provinces to which our reports refer, 
has compelled us to issue ours more hastily than we desired or 
intended." 

The preface to Murphy's Metropolitan Almanac says: 
" The Metropolitan Catholic Almanac and Laity's Directory for tho 

United States, was commenced in Baltimore in 1832, and was issued 



302 MISCELLANY 

without interruption until 1858, when its publishers declined its 
farther publication. The late Council of Baltimore, by special resolu 
tion, requested us to continue the work. We felt it our duty to comply 

with a request emanating from this high source; and hence we now 
offer to the public the twenty-sixth number of the Catholic Almanac 
.... etc., etc." 

In 1860 the two rival publications again appeared, Dunigan's in New 
York and Murphy's in Baltimore. In 1861, only Murphy's Almanac made 
its appearance. In 1862 and 1863, no Almanac covering the entire United 
States appeared. A thirty-six page pamphlet was published in 1862, by 
Peter Cunningham, at 216 South Third Street, Philadelphia. This pamphlet 
was entitled: The Catholic Register of the Churches and Clergy of the 
Diocese of Philadelphia. In 1863, Mr. Cunningham enlarged his pamphlet 
to sixty-four pages, and called it: The Catholic Almanac and Register of 
the Churches and Clergy of the Dioceses of Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and 

Erie. In 1864, the complete Directory again made its appearance. Messrs. 
D. & J. Sadlier and Co., of 31 Barclay Street, New York, undertook its pub 
lication. Messrs. Sadlier renamed the work, calling it Sadlier's Catholic 

Almanac and Ordo. The title page of the 1864 issue tells the reader that 

the book contains full reports of the various dioceses in the United States 
and British North America and a list of the Clergy in Ireland. In the pre 
face to the 1864 volume the publishers say: 

"The publication of the Catholic Almanac originally began in New 

York, where it was carried on for two years, and afterwards taken up 
in Baltimore . .. etc., etc. The Catholic public have been without 
their annual visitor during the last two years . .. etc. The present 

publishers intend to make it permanent, and trust that the Catholic 

hierarchy will sustain them. It is a matter of little pecuniary benefit 
to a publisher, and competition will merely produce the result of again 
depriving Catholics of the information of which the Almanac has been 
the medium. The preparation this year is difficult beyond precedent. 
From some States beyond the lines of the United States forces we can 

get no returns, and in some Border States they are of course less full 
and accurate .... etc., etc." 

Beginning with the 1864 volume, the book was published annually by 
Messrs. D. & J. Sadlier & Co., of Barclay Street. In 1867, they slightly 

changed the name, calling it thereafter Sadlier's Catholic Directory, Almanac 

and Ordo. From 1864 to 1885 the Sadliers had the field to themselves. In 

1886 the firm of Hoffmann Brothers, of Milwaukee, Wis., began a rival pub 
lication which they called Hoffmann's Catholic Directory and Clergy List 

Quarterly. In the preface to Hoffmann's Directory the publishers say: 

"At the urgent request of a large number of the Clergy, we under 
took the publication of a Catholic Directory, they being dissatisfied with 
the one published in New York, on account of its inaccuracy, incom 

pleteness, as also with the exorbitant price charged for it." 
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The Reverend Thomas Fagan, of Milwaukee, was the first editor of Hoff 
mann's Directory, and only his pen could properly depict the trials inci 
dental to the publication of the 1886 Directory in Milwaukee. Sadlier's 

Directory continued in the field and, naturally, from a commercial standpoint, 
the Sadliers did all in their power to stop the Milwaukee publication. Father 

Fagan found himself involved in numberless difficulties. The Reverend Edi 
tor was refused reports here, there, and elsewhere, from bishops, archbishops 
and chancery officials. United States Catholic history will be without one 
of its most interesting pages until Father Fagan some day makes public the 
whole story of this venture. At any rate, in 1886, the two Directories 

appeared and from 1886 to 1896, the Sadlier and the Hoffmann Directories 
were in the field, each publication coming out annually. 

For some unknown reason the Sadliers did not gather their own reports 
in 1895, and the Sadlier Directory for 1896 consists of the same sheets as 
does the Hoffmann volume for 1896. A comparison of the two books reveals 
the fact that Hoffmann's sheets are in both Directories. A glance at the type 
impressions and the "make up" of the Sadlier issues for 1895 and 1896 

will prove the contention. Father Fagan, of Milwaukee, in a letter to the 

writer, says that, if his memory serves him rightly, Messrs. Sadlier purchased 
the printed sheets from Hoffmann Brothers. This does not refer, of course, 
to the advertising pages. 

The 1896 issue was the last of the Sadlier series and the 1896 issue was, 
also, the last under the Hoffmann management. Sadlier's publication ceased, 
and the Hoffmann Directory became the property of Messrs. M. H. Wiltzius 
& Co., of Milwaukee. While the 1897 issue was being prepared the entire 

Directory plant was purchased by the Wiltzius firm. The new publishers 
completed and issued the 1897 Directory and for fifteen consecutive years 
thereafter the House of Wiltzius published The Catholic Directory. For 
several years the new publishers retained the name Hoffmann's Catholic 

Directory; then the title was changed to The Catholic Directory, and in 
1906 it was named The Official Catholic Directory. The 1911 Official Catho 
lic Directory was the last under the Wiltzius regime. In January, 1911, 

while the issue for that year was on the press, Mr. M. H. Wiltzius sold the 
entire Directory plant to Messrs. P. J. Kenedy & Sons, of 44 Barclay Street, 

New York. In May, 1911, after the 1911 volume had been distributed, the 
editorial records, subscription books and files, the composing room with its 
fifteen hundred pages of type and paraphernalia, were moved in car-load lots 
to Messrs. Kenedy's building on Barclay Street. The editor of the publica 
tion also transferred his headquarters from Milwaukee to New York. 

The 1912, 1913, 1914 and 1915 volumes have been published by Messrs. 
P. J. Kenedy & Sons, one of the oldest Catholic publishing houses in this 

country, whose operations extend back to 1826, when Mr. John Kenedy, the 

grandfather of the present owners, began his publishing career in Baltimore. 
The 1915 Directory is a bulky volume of 1598 closely printed text pages. 

All of the useless matter which was printed in earlier days to pad and fill 
out has been eliminated. The difficulties which had to be met by the various 
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publishers are beyond description. The preface of nearly every volume tells 
the same story. Reports and statistics were difficult to obtain, and each 

succeeding publisher has been obliged to plead for the assistance of the 
Reverend Clergy and Religious. Even today without the active assistance 
of each individual pastor and the heads of institutions, it is impossible to 
secure accuracy. If the Clergy and Religious do not promptly make returns 
to the Chancery Offices, the Reverend Officials in the Chanceries cannot 

make a satisfactory report for the diocese in question. The system employed 
at present is to send an information blank to every pastor, to the head of 

every institution, to the superior of every community, and to the superioress 
of every house conducted by Sisters. The information blanks consist of a 
series of questions and the blanks are to be returned to the Chancery Offices. 
On the receipt of the blanks the Chancery Officials make the necessary notes 
on the proofs of the publishers. The blanks vary according to the nature 
of the institution. The publishing of the annual issues of the Directory is a 

gigantic task, yet few realize the amount of work entailed. The writer of 
these lines, who has been editor of The Official Catholic Directory for the 

past ten years, has studied the matter from all angles, and he most respect 
fully asks the Reverend Clergy and the Religious to make prompt returns 
on the blanks supplied by the publishers. There is much negligence in this 

regard. Right Reverend Bishops and Chancery Officials have informed him 
that it is most difficult to secure returns from all parishes and institutions 

even after two and three requests have been sent. 
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